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Proclamation 8372 of May 4, 2009
National Charter Schools Week, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Improving our schools is the collective responsibility of all Ameri-
cans—business owners and workers, educators and parents, students
and their communities. We must ensure that all students receive a
high-quality education that delivers the knowledge and skills needed
to succeed, and that young men and women stay on the path to grad-
uation and a life-long commitment to learning.

Many successful public charter schools across the Nation are working
to meet these goals. Founded by parents, teachers, and civic or commu-
nity organizations, our Nation’s public charter schools enjoy broad lee-
way to innovate.

The best public charter schools and their students are thriving in States
that have adopted a rigorous selection and review process to ensure
that autonomy is coupled with greater accountability. The growth of ef-
fective public charter schools benefits our children, and States have an
important role to play in their expansion.

During National Charter Schools Week, we recognize these public char-
ter schools for their dedication and commitment to achievement in
education. They are models of excellence and are promoting the inter-
ests of our children, our economy, and our Nation as a whole.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 3
through May 9, 2009, as National Charter Schools Week. I commend
our Nation’s successful public charter schools, teachers, and adminis-
trators, and I call on States and communities to support public charter
schools and the students they serve.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
third.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8373 of May 6, 2009
World Trade Week, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

When the world’s consumers fly in a U.S.-manufactured airplane, eat
a steak from America’s heartland, watch a Hollywood movie, or visit
the Grand Canyon, they are helping to create and maintain good jobs
for Americans.
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World Trade Week is an opportunity to reaffirm the benefits of trade
and to emphasize America’s commitment to a global marketplace that
creates good jobs and lifts up American families. The United States
and our trading partners stand to gain when trade is open, transparent,
rules-based, and fair, showing respect for labor and environmental
standards.

The United States is well-positioned to reap the benefits of trade.
America is a leader in the global marketplace and ranks at the top of
almost every measure of global competitiveness. Our businesses, work-
ers, and farmers remain the most innovative, productive, and adaptable
in the world. The United States is also the world’s largest exporter.

Trade is a significant and increasingly important contributor to U.S.
economic growth. Exports accounted for 13 percent of U.S. economic
activity in 2008, and they support millions of jobs in the United States.
In difficult economic times, it is even more important for American in-
dustry to take advantage of every opportunity for export-driven growth.
That is why I will work to open more markets to U.S. exports, includ-
ing in such important job growth industries as energy efficiency, clean
energy, and health information technology.

Imports can also benefit the United States by increasing consumer
choice while lowering prices for millions of working families. In addi-
tion, imports can support employment for retailers, distributors, the
transportation sector, and domestic manufacturers which rely on global
supply chains to make products for both the U.S. and international
markets.

We must ensure that the benefits of trade are spread more widely. This
can be achieved by training and supporting Americans and ensuring
that trade agreements provide the economic opportunities that Ameri-
cans deserve. Workers who lose their jobs through no fault of their
own deserve the chance to be retrained for a new economic environ-
ment. That is one of the reasons I signed the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), which improves Trade Adjustment
Assistance to help families that are struggling now. For the long term,
the ARRA also invests in an education system that will prepare our
children to compete and succeed in the global economy.

We will negotiate future trade agreements to create opportunities for all
Americans. My Administration is committed to building on existing
trade agreements and bilateral investment treaties in an open and
transparent manner. In consultation with the American people, the
Congress, key stakeholders, and our trading partners, I am developing
a plan of action for pending free trade agreements. I will also work
with our trading partners to advance a strong market-opening agree-
ment for agriculture, industrial goods, and services through the Doha
Development Round and through other negotiations. Together, we can
build a trading regime that spreads its benefits among Americans and
also benefits workers in our partner countries.

Transparency and inclusiveness are central principles we must adhere
to as we seek to expand trade. When trade agreements are negotiated
in consultation with the American people, the benefits of trade can be
understood more broadly. Through open dialogue, the concerns of
American and foreign workers can be addressed and the environmental
consequences of trade agreements can be identified and mitigated.
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With a transparent, free, and fair framework, we can make trade a pow-
erful contributor to the revival of the U.S. and global economies.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May
17 through May 23, 2009, as World Trade Week. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to observe this week with events, trade shows, and educational
programs that celebrate the benefits of trade to our Nation and the
global economy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
third.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8374 of May 7, 2009
National Day of Prayer, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our Nation’s history, Americans have come together in mo-
ments of great challenge and uncertainty to humble themselves in
prayer. In 1775, as the Continental Congress began the task of forging
a new Nation, colonists were asked to observe a day of quiet humilia-
tion and prayer. Almost a century later, as the flames of the Civil War
burned from north to south, President Lincoln and the Congress once
again asked the American people to pray as the fate of their Nation
hung in the balance.

It is in that spirit of unity and reflection that we once again designate
the first Thursday in May as the National Day of Prayer. Let us remem-
ber those who came before us, and let us each give thanks for the cour-
age and compassion shown by so many in this country and around the
world.

On this day of unity and prayer, let us also honor the service and sac-
rifice of the men and women of the United States Armed Forces. We
celebrate their commitment to uphold our highest ideals, and we recog-
nize that it is because of them that we continue to live in a Nation
where people of all faiths can worship or not worship according to the
dictates of their conscience.

Let us also use this day to come together in a moment of peace and
goodwill. Our world grows smaller by the day, and our varied beliefs
can bring us together to feed the hungry and comfort the afflicted; to
make peace where there is strife; and to lift up those who have fallen
on hard times. As we observe this day of prayer, we remember the one
law that binds all great religions together: the Golden Rule, and its call
to love one another; to understand one another; and to treat with dig-
nity and respect those with whom we share a brief moment on this
Earth.
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